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HOLLYWOOD (UPI) — The CIA
— In disrepute since the hipples and
ylp?les found a .political volce in the
antl-establishment ‘60s.— is the in-

spiration for .a ney TV serles titled

*“The CIA." . )
The much abused Central Intellig-

tnce Agency~America’s cloak and;

daﬁger guys who counter the Sovlet
Unlon's KGB operatlons’ throughout
‘the world, apparently has regalined
some of its respectabllity and glam-
or. oLt .
¢ But for man{ years the agency’s
- recruitment of bus

Jlsts and students abroad -
‘howls of protest [rom liberals who
cried that the CIA was suborning
American morality. - :

Claims were also made that the
agenc
ner of constltutional guarantees and
that 1t was belng used lor political
purposes — spying on liberal groups
and such. . :
- CIA supporters, many of them
from the political right, claimed the
United States was being severely
crippled in international politics and
the arms race because of political
tampering with our Intellligence gath-
ering agency, :

‘Like the FBI at the time, the CIA
was much In the public eye, anathe-
ma to an organization which strives
for éovert operations. Lo

* Increasing reports of Russian mili-
tary superlority and a blizzard of
storles — some néws, others best-
selling fictlon — chronicling the
U.S.S.R.'s spy network, Is reversing
public opinlon toward the CIA. -

Our agents are now the %ood guys.

The Sovlet sples are the villains.
Then, 'too, there's George Bush,

<The Republican vice presidential

was tinkering with all man- !

!

inessmen, Louma]-;
rought |

candidate Is a former CIA director
:lhlch does not seem to count agalnst

m, . :

But the.man doing most to popu-
larize the CIA as a benelicent Amerl-
can\ Institution is  gttorney -Larry
Thompson of Hollywood!" :

Thompson. a Mississipplan, runs
an enfertalnment conglomerate!
which manages the careers of r'nany’
stars and Includes a production arm, *
For:almost flve'years Thompson has
bren trying to get “The CIA' on the
alr . e

His quest for officlal CIA- coopera-
tion has been touch and go. Certain-
l{, the secret agency couldn’t-open
‘ts f{lles. Also, Is It proper for .the]

agency

CIA Inspires New TV OS¢

The CIA’s public Image _dgqnft\hqlpv{
BOY. g e LYWW
But (_thé;'. temper .. 'of .. the “country 3
apparently _has ‘changed :enough:107
Insure that a’show _based"qn'ym‘iet-l_l
cover American’ [ntelligence’ operas!
tions would ‘have_z} _gopd| chance;qf:
succeeding.” " h T 1T bl
Perhaps-even more’ tp the point,”
Thompson managead to get the CIA’s
endorsement without: the agency’s
officlal sanction. =~ 7 .o
“'We have the CIA’s unofficlal co-
operation,” Thompson sald, *and an
exclusive: gontract with:the Assocla-
tion of Former Intelligent Officers’
(AF10), an alumnl group of the CIA
sworn b{'contract to ‘secrecy for life!
on classltied materialsbes 0 5
“With- their help,  we're going ‘to
fim. a serles of one-hour fictional
dramas based on actual govert op-
peratlons, . - - B .
“The AFIO »‘ém make Bure every-
thing Is techni¢ally correct ‘but ‘not
factual enm}gh to identify .actual A
operations. We will . use fictiopal |
agents.” . . . N
Thompson sald “The CIA" cannot !

e d

- be.compared to the defunct “FBI"” |

gerles, explalning that CIA opera-
tions are an endjess web of esplo-!
nage without clearly. defined story
limitations — ‘g ' beginning, middle ;
and end. . v ; .
*--He says if his serles had:a subtitle
jt would be “The Longest War)! . °
“The CIA Is more cerebral than
-the ,FBI,”.'he. sald. *There I3 less
»actlon :and gunplay. Storjes _irvolve
4he .stroggle for and:the ‘digsemina-,
“tian of Ipformatlon:s v o %o N
»>#The CIA, could only close g-case
Ip.the event of total world peace,!lt: s
, Thompson envislons the show as:a .
tombinationbf “Mission; Impossf-:
ble- and-{'Sherlock Holmes.' Many::
revolutionary,: but declassified, ‘un=1
over weapons will be-seen, some |
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derc
almost. tlyaling *James-Bond'' hardsy
-ware;_: !...._-.{.,‘-.-- S . “fi .::,:..._‘_._ .
. But; most! actual CIA apparatus

techni&les;‘ contacls,” droﬁs,: codes |’

.and :other. secret: stuff- will -not .be
seen: Indeéd, Thompson i3 not privy
to them:'i.f,.} :':'f. B p L :‘r_-‘,. f,_-
V- The derles,” moreover, will be shot
entirely- on forelgn locations for the
_excellent. reason -that the CIA is not
allowed by:law ‘to operate in .the,
United States, according to Thomp-!
son. - .

. YFormer dlrec'tor.Bm Colby.safv"s;
e

- the public knpws nothing about t

CIA’by -‘design,'” _Thompson sald:’
““Thé fragments that are known have!

STAT

been. distorted because they are nol '
percelved in the CIA structure a3 a
whole, - =~ . - . - .
+»Qur show s designed.to entertaln.
seople and Inform them’at the same’
Flme. But It won't be a whitewash of"
the CIA. That’s not our intent." ’
* Thompson will !ilm the show
-through 20th Century-Fox Televislon
for CBS. It will not.be ready {or-
airing until 1981, - | I T
; More than-four yeprs.agox’l_“b_orpp{.
son and. ABC were closz’to bringing:
the ‘show to, TV but the CIA aborted,
the project when foreign alljest Injel-
llgonce'agenclcs expréssed fears;

thal thelr tactics and methods, might |
be exposed, - LTk e TR L

We-solyed that problem’by* dolng °

awdy ‘with olllclal CIA  cooperation,”
'Thompaon corcluded, *And now that
-Amerlcans” have 'become patriotic:

“again,’:we: think - the, ttme "for :*The
SCIAY Is rlghL: f oty & e v peisire ©
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